Heart Rhythm Case Reports is entering its sixth year in publication. As an official journal of the Heart Rhythm Society, this open access journal continues to endorse the aim of publishing high-quality case reports that improve the care of patients with heart rhythm disorders by advancing research, education, and procedural skill and efficacy.
When the journal was conceived, it was anticipated to be a bimonthly publication with approximately 8-10 articles per issue. It quickly became apparent to the editorial team that the volume of high-priority manuscripts would require a monthly distribution with approximately 10 articles per issue. As I write this State of the Journal commentary, we have received 1664 submissions to date. This volume of submissions is a testament to the dedicated people that treat patients with heart rhythm disorders and their desire to uncover that which is rare, uncover that which is common but presenting in a rare form, use technologies that confirm and at times question our current understanding of arrhythmia mechanisms, and provide novel approaches and treatments to improve our field.
The success of this journal remains critically dependent on a dedicated and diverse editorial team and board and numerous reviewers who provide excellent and timely reviews. These reviews remain the lifeblood of a peerreviewed journal, and each publication is a testament to those who volunteer their time to promote their field.
We are committed to accepting cases that are of value and high priority for our readership. Our acceptance rate was 41% in 2018 and it will likely be similar once figures for 2019 are tallied. Approximately 60% of the submissions come from the United States, with Japan (23%), China (6%), Canada (5%), and Italy (5%) being the other countries with the highest submission rates. Trackable downloads can be recorded throughout the world, which highlights the value of an open access journal that can disseminate information broadly. In this regard, social media remains a tool used by the journal to share cases with different readerships and expand the reach of each publication. The Heart Rhythm Case Reports Twitter account has grown and now has approximately 4900 followers. A corresponding Facebook page is used to reach a different audience and to allow dynamic conversations that may require longer commentary than allowed by Twitter.
In 2019, we began a new invited series focusing specifically on cases of very high educational value. This new monthly journal feature is titled "A Case for Education." Topics have included approaches to pediatric syncope with exercise, by Malloy-Walton and Tisma-Dupanovic, 1 and performing transseptal puncture safely in cases of atrial septum aneurysm, by St€ ockigt and colleagues. 2 Each issue will continue to feature one of these educational cases. These cases also include online quizzes that can be used for study and article content review. As the library of questions grows, we hope to use it dynamically on the website to allow self-study of electrophysiology in general and for specific topics.
I remain very grateful for the opportunity to serve all of you as Editor-in-Chief of Heart Rhythm Case Reports. It has been a pleasure of mine to work with an amazing editorial staff, Section Editors, the Editorial Board, and our many reviewers. It is also a great pleasure to work for the Heart Rhythm Society in this capacity and help it reach its goals through this published sharing of knowledge. I remain hopeful that our product meets your expectations and, if not, I welcome your suggestions for improvement and look forward to another year of learning from you and growth in our collective understanding of heart rhythm disorders.
